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1. Name 
historic Dawin D. Martin House ,,- 

and or camman 

2. Location 
street & number 125 Jewett Parkway - not for publlcatlon 

city, town ~ u f  falo - vicinity of 

state New York code county Erie code 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Statur - district 5 public X occupied 
2 building(s) - private - unoccupied - structure - both - work in progress - site Public Acquisit ion Ascessiblr, - object - in process L yes: restricted - baing considered -, yes: unrestricted 

- no 

Proront U10 
- agricultura X museum - commercial - park 

educational - private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- military - other: 

- 

.4. Owner of Property 
name The State University of New York/School of Architecture and Environmental Desisn 

street & number 3435  Main Street 
7 

citv. town Buff a10 - vicinity of state New York 14260 

5. Location of Legal Description 
-- 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Erie County Court House 

strwt 6 nurnkr 

city, town Buffalo $tat(, vew Ynyk - 
6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

See Continuqtion sh  t 
tale Historic Rmerlcan ~ u ~ ? % . % m ~ s  Survey has this property b..n determined eilgibk? - yes - no 
data 1973 2- federal - stat. - county, - local -- - - -- 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated unaltered 3 -- original site 
2- good - ruin8 altered - moved date .- - -  .-1_90& ._ 

- tair - unexposed 
-.- ---- -- -- _ _  - _ 

hscribo the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Darwin Dm M a r t i n  House, l o c a t e d  on two l a r g e  c o r n e r  l o t s  on J e w e t t  Parkway between 
Woodward Avenue and Summit Avenue, was des igned  and c o n s t r u c t e d  by Frank Lloyd 
Wright i n  1904. One of t h e  b e s t  p rese rved  of t h e  P r a i r i e  S t y l e  Houses t h i s  house 
used t h e  T-shaped open ground p l a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  i t  became popula r  i n  America. 

C o n s t r u c t i o n  r e c o r d s  i d e n t i f y  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  f i r m s  and n o t e  t h a t  f i f t y  men worked 
f o r  t e n  h o u r s ,  s i x  days  a  week f o r  two years .  They were pa id  $2.00 per  day. The 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  of New York a t  B u f f a l o  has  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b l u e  p r i n t s  and some of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  drawings. 

The two-story house i s  150 f e e t  by 72 f e e t  and i s  s e t  on a  p r o j e c t i n g  s t o n e  
foundat ion.  The w a l l s  a r e  made of o range  Roman b r i c k  backed by common br ick .  A l l  
of t h e  wooden t r i m  was p a i n t e d  green.  Stone s t r i n g  c o u r s e s  s e r v e  a s  l i n t e l s  and 
window sil ls .  A sys tem of  b r i c k  p i e r s  s u p p o r t s  f l o o r s  of r e i n f o r c e d  concre te .  The 
driveway p a s s e s  benea th  a  p r o j e c t i n g ,  open,  por te-cochere  which i s  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  
w e s t  and a c t s  a s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  s o u t h  facade.  An e l e v a t e d ,  open porch t o  t h e  
e a s t  h a s  a  l a r g e ,  low hipped roof .  A l l  s t e p s  and walkways a r e  covered by t h e  
overhanging eaves.  The u n i t  room windows were l a r g e  p i c t u r e  windows f l anked  by 
narrow s t a i n e d  g l a s s  casements.  The famous geomet r ic  t r e e  of l i f e  d e s i g n  windows 
a r e  now o n l y  on t h e  second f l o o r .  S e v e r a l  were s o l d  a t  a u c t i o n  a  few y e a r s  ago. 

The i n t e r i o r  was d e s c r i b e d  by Grant Manson who in te rv iewed  M r s .  Darwin Mar t in  i n  
1940: 

The e n t r a n c e  h a l l  b i s e c t s  t h e  house. To i t s  r i g h t  is  t h e  g r e a t  unit-room, 
i t s  s e p a r a t e  f u n c t i o n s  f lowing  i m p e r c e p t i b l y  i n t o  each o t h e r  and sugges ted  
o n l y  by t r u n c a t e d  p a r t i t i o n s  and p o r t i e r e s .  The c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n ,  w i t h  an 
enormously wide f i r e p l a c e ,  i s  t h e  l i v i n g  room advancing toward t h e  g l a z e d  
doorways l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  porch. The two f l a n k i n g  s p a c e s  a r e  a  l i b r a r y  and 
a  d i n i n g  room; t h e s e  a r e  w e l l - l i g h t e d  by l o n g  rows of casements ,  bu t  t h e  
l i v i n g  room i s  d a r k ,  i t s  s o u r c e  of d a y l i g h t  over-shadowed by t h e  roof of 
t h e  porch. A s  a n  a f t e r t h o u g h t ,  a  s m a l l  s k y l i g h t  was i n s e r t e d  through t h e  
f l o o r  of t h e  bedroom g a l l e r y  overhead,  bu t  i t  i s  i n a d e q u a t e ,  and t h e  room 
remains  cavernous.  To t h e  l e f t  of t h e  h a l l  a r e  t h e  " s o u t h  room," a  secondary 
l i v i n g  room, M r .  M a r t i n ' s  p r i v a t e  o f f i c e ,  wardrobes,  l a v a t o r i e s ,  and t h e  
k i t c h e n  premises.  (Wright a p p a r e n t l y  had no qualms about  l o c a t i n g  t h e  k i t c h e n  
a t  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  d i n i n g  room and de tached  from i t  by t h e  
h a l l . )  The main s t a i r c a s e  i s  t y p i c a l  of Wr igh t ' s  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  s p a c e s  of 
v e r t i c a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  a house;  i n  i t s  web of s p i n d l y  b a l u s t e r s  and r e c t a n g u l a r  
newels ,  i t  sur rounds  a  l a r g e  s q u a r e  w e l l ,  d imly s k y l i g h t e d .  Disseminated 
s t r a t e g i c a l l y  th roughout  t h e  p l a n  a r e  s i x  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f e a t u r e s :  r e c t a n g u l a r  
a r e a s  devoted t o  a n  a r c h a i c  form of  r a d i a n t  heating.... The bank of r a d i a t o r s  
w i t h i n  each  i s  covered a t  shou lder -he igh t  by p e r f o r a t e d  oaken boards ,  and i n t o  
t h e  s p a c e  remaining under t h e  c e i l i n g  l i t t l e  groups  of l eaded  casements open 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signiticance-Check and justity below 
_ prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
-- 1400-1 499 archeology-historic conservation law science 

150&1599 - agriculture _ . economics literature sculpture 
160+1699 -X architecture -- education military social: 

- 1( 1700-1 799 art engineering - _. music humanitarian 
1800-1899 - commerce , explorationsettlement _. philosophy - .. . theater 

-- 1 9 0 e  - communications industry . . politics government - transportation. 
- invention -- 

-.--.- -- - . - . - - - - - I . . - - - . - -- 
Specific dates 1904 
-------- - - - -- Builder Architect Frank Lloyd. .urig.ht- -- - . . -- - . -_.. - . .  - 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Darwin D o  M a r t i n  House, b u i l t  f o u r  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  Robie House i n  Oak Park ,  i s  
one of t h e  f i n e s t  remaining examples of Frank Lloyd Wrigh t ' s  P r a i r i e  s t y l e ,  
(1900-1920)--the f i r s t  g r e a t  p roduc t ive  p e r i o d  of h i s  p r a c t i c e .  H i s  phi losophy i s  
expressed  i n  t h i s  s t y l e ,  where t h e r e  is  s p a t i a l  u n i t y  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  
f lowing  t o g e t h e r  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n s i s t e n c y  of t h e  use  of m a t e r i a l s  bo th  on t h e  o u t s i d e  
and i n s i d e  of t h e  houses. Most i m p o r t a n t ,  was t h e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  i t s  surroundings .  

W r i g h t ' s  P r a i r i e  Houses seemed t o  grow o u t  of t h e  e a r t h  - a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  concept  
i n  1900. M a t e r i a l s  were "hones t ; "  t h e r e  was f lowing ,  i n t e r l o c k i n g  s p a c e ,  and no 
shadowy a r e a s  a l lowed pr ivacy .  These s t r u c t u r e s  demanded a  g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  peop le  
who commissioned and l i v e d  i n  them. The Mar t in  House f u r n i s h i n g s  were a l s o  des igned  
by Wright t o  c a r r y  on  t h e  s e n s e  of harmony wi th in .  Some of t h e  p i e c e s  from t h i s  
house became p r o t o t y p e s  used i n  l a t e r  houses. 

Darwin Denice Mar t in  worked w i t h  ~ l b e r t  Hubbard a s  a  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Lark in  Company 
i n  1892. It was Hubbard and John Lark in  who, as e n l i g h t e n e d  businessmen, added 
g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  of t h e  c i t y  of Buffa lo .  Hubbard went on t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  g o y c r o f t  community i n  Eas t  Aurora. Mar t in  met Frank Lloyd 
Wright i n  Oak Park ,  I l l i n o i s  i n  1902 w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  h i s  b r o t h e r  William. When t h e y  
saw Wrigh t ' s  Oak Park House and S t u d i o ,  Wil l iam commissioned Wright t o  b u i l d  a  
house i n  Chicago and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  year  Mar t in  asked him t o  d e s i g n  t h e  B u f f a l o  
house and t h e  world famous Lark in  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Bui ld ing  (demolished i n  1950). 
Other  Lark in  Company a s s o c i a t e s  had Wright-const ructed houses ,  namely, W. R o  Heath,  
1905, (Mrs. Heath was E l b e r t  Hubbard's s i s t e r ) ,  and Walter  V. Davidson, 1908, a l s o  
a L a r k i n  D i r e c t o r .  Wright a l s o  des igned  M a r t i n ' s  summer home " G r a y c l i f f , "  on Lake 
E r i e  i n  t h e  mid-1920's. ' (Wright had many f i n a n c i a l  problems between 1910 and 1923 
and Darwin Mar.t in helped Wright t o  manage h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and convinced t h e  
a r c h i t e c t  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  h imself  i n  o r d e r  t o  pay h i s  many d e b t s ) .  

The o r i g i n a l  complex, on a  much l a r g e r  s i t e ,  inc luded  an e a r l i e r  Wright house 
(1903) f o r  Mrs. George F. Bar ton ,  who was M a r t i n ' s  s i s t e r .  When t h e  Mar t in  house 
w i t h  i t s  appendages was complete ,  t h e  maze of t i l e d  r o o f s  resembled a  Japanese  
Temple compound. It i n c l u d e d  t h e  Bar ton House, greenhouse,  g a r d e n e r ' s  c o t t a g e ,  
c o n s e r v a t o r y ,  and t h e  g a r a g e  which had l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  washhouse, and a  mushroom 
c e l l a r .  Wright a l s o  des igned  t h e  ga rdens  i n  e a r l y  1905; t h e  p l a n s  s t i l l  e x i s t  i n  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a r c h i v e .  Some o r i g i n a l  p l a n t s  remain -- two Gingko t r e e s  and 
Japanese  peonies.  According t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n ,  o n l y  ye l low and go ld  f l o w e r s  
(Autumn) were t o  be pu t  i n t o  t h e  s idewalk  beds and t h e  l a r g e  s h a l l o w  u r n s  on t h e  
porch were t o  be f i l l e d  w i t h  l an tana .  Today, some of t h e  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  
c o n s e r v a t o r y ,  p e r g o l a ,  and g a r a g e ,  have been demolished. S e v e r a l  windows were s o l d  
i n  a  New York G a l l e r y  i n  1968. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreaga of nominated property 74 

Quadrangle name Buff a10 
UT M Aeferencea 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 62.500 

A l l , 7 J  { 6 ~ 7 1 6 ~ 1 1 5 1 0 ~  1 4 , 7  151512 12 
Zone Easting Northing Northing 

Verbal boundam description and justification 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 

List 8II states and counti.8 for propertims overlapping ,181. or county boundaries 

stat8 code county code 

stat8 code county code 
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name/titIe Carolyn P i t t s  --- - 
organization National Park Service H i s  t o ry  Division date - - .--- 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
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-. - 
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665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cert~fy that it has been evaluated 
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from t h e  v a r i o u s  a d j o i n i n g  rooms. From t h e  h a l l ,  a concealed s t a i r  descends  
t o  t h e  b a l l  room i n  t h e  basement, roughly  cor responding  i n  f l o o r  a r e a  t o  t h e  
unit-room above i t ;  i t  i s  a f a n t a s t i c  p l a c e ,  seemingly f i l l e d  w i t h  p i e r s  and 
chimneys of Roman b r i c k  whose deeply-notched p r o f i l e s  form t h e  c h i e f  d e c o r a t i o n  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o n l y  boundar ies ,  of t h e  room. l 

The Mar t in  f a m i l y  l i v e d  i n  t h e  house from 1904 t o  1937 bu t  i t  s t o o d  empty from 1937 
t o  1946 when t h e  C i t y  of B u f f a l o  a c q u i r e d  t h e  house f o r  back t axes .  It remained 
empty u n t i l  1954 when a l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t  purchased t h e  l a n d  and conver ted  t h e  main 
house i n t o  two a p a r t m e n t s ,  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  and o f f i c e .  I n  1967, t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
purchased t h e  house f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  r e s i d e n c e .  Today i t  i s  being r e t u r n e d  t o  
i t s  former  beauty  a s  a s tudy-cen te r  and museum of Frank Lloyd Wrigh t ' s  work. 

l ~ r a n t  Carpen te r  Manson. Repr in t  pamphlet: The Darwin D o  M a r t i n  House, 1904 
(from Frank Lloyd Wright ,  t o  1910; The F i r s t  Golden Age). Reinhold 
P u b l i s h e r :  New York, 1958. 
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The commission from Darwin Mar t in  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor tan t  t o  Wright a t  a  t ime 
when h i s  f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  were a t  a  low ebb. Mart in  imposed no f i n a n c i a l  l i m i t  on 
Wright. The i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n  was one of t h e  most i n t r i c a t e  he e v e r  executed f o r  a  
p r i v a t e  c l i e n t .  

There a r e  two l a r g e  i n t e r i o r  f i r e p l a c e s  f a c e d  w i t h  Roman b r i c k  and t h e  mortar  
j o i n t s  between were g i l d e d  w i t h  go ld  l e a f .  There a r e  l a r g e  bronze f i r e b o x e s  a l s o  
des igned  by Wright. 

When o r i g i n a l l y  f u r n i s h e d ,  t h e  house c o n t a i n e d  many p i e c e s  des igned  by Wright. 
It i s  known t h a t  n e a r l y  a l l  of t h e  custom F u r n i t u r e  t h a t  went i n t o  t h e  P r a i r i e  
houses  was made by t h e  Matthews B r o t h e r s  f u r n i t u r e  Co. of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
S e v e r a l  p i e c e s  of f u r n i t u r e  a r e  con ta ined  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c o l l e c t i o n .  
The Se th  Thomas c a s e  c l o c k  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s t a i r  l a n d i n g  was des igned by Wright. 
The U n i v e r s i t y  owns i t e m s  from t h e  Heath House (Wright ,  1905) and t h e y  a r e  
e x h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  Mar t in  House. Most of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f u r n i t u r e  from t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  h a s  been r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  house. The Wright b a r r e l  c h a i r  and two s o f a s  
w i t h  s t o r a g e  a r e a s  f o r  ash- t rays  a r e  p a r t  of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n .  Many bookcases 
were des igned f o r  t h e  house; Wright des igned  a  s p e c i a l  c a s e  f o r  t h e  Encyclopedia  
B r i t a n n i c a .  Wright purchased a  s e r i e s  of Japanese  p r i n t s  f o r  t h e  house. He 
s e l e c t e d  v a s e s  i n  Japan  (1905) and approved t h e  s t y l e  of d i s h e s .  Other i t e m s  
des igned  by Wright f o r  t h i s  house i n c l u d e d  a  piano and bench, l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s ,  
and t h e  o u t s i d e  c l o t h e s  pole. l 

The f u r n i t u r e  was u s u a l l y  made of fumed oak a s  was much of t h e  door  and window 
t r i m .  The s t a i n e d  g l a s s  made t h e  rooms glow w i t h  i r i d e s c e n c e .  

The Darwin D o  M a r t i n  House i s  one of t h e  s e v e r a l  remaining examples of Wr igh t ' s  
i n v e n t i o n :  a  un ique ly  American house,  modern i n  concept  and f u n c t i o n a l  and u n i f i e d  
i n  an i d e a l i s t i c  way. The Mar t in  house was des igned  and b u i l t  on a  grand s c a l e  
b e f o r e  t h e  Robie House, Unity Temple and o t h e r  e x p r e s s i o n s  of t h e  P r a i r i e  S t y l e  i n  
t h e  mid-west. 

l ~ i s t o r i c  American B u i l d i n g s  Survey. N a t i o n a l  Park  S e r v i c e ,  1973. Data Pages 
p. 11. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY 

A l l  THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND s i t u a t e  i n  t h e  C i t y  of B u f f a l o ,  County of E r i e  
and S t a t e  of New York, more p a r t i c u l a r l y  bounded and d e s c r i b e d  a s  fo l lows :  

BEGINNING a t  a  p o i n t  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  w e s t e r l y  boundary l i n e  
of Summit Avenue w i t h  t h e  n o r t h e r l y  boundary l i n e  of J e w e t t  Parkway; running 
t h e n c e  n o r t h e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t e r l y  boundary l i n e  of Summit Avenue, being a  
curve  having a  r a d i u s  of 2717.35 f e e t ,  a s  i t  curves  t o  t h e  l e f t  115.00 f e e t  t o  
a p o i n t ,  s a i d  p o i n t  be ing  145.0 f e e t  more o r  less d i s t a n t  s o u t h e r l y  a s  measured 
a l o n g  t h e  w e s t e r l y  l i n e  of Summit Avenue from t h e  n o r t h e r l y  l i n e  of Lot 66,  
Township 11,  Range 8 ,  of t h e  Holland Land Companies Survey; t h e n c e  w e s t e r l y  
a l o n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l i n e  between t h e  p r o p e r t y  of William F. and Jacob  J. Brach 
( r e p u t e d  owners) on t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  p r o p e r t y  of s a i d  p a r t y  of t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  
on t h e  s o u t h ,  s a i d  d i v i s i o n  l i n e  a l s o  being p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r l y  l i n e  of 
s a i d  Lot 66, 192.84 f e e t  t o  a  p o i n t ;  thence  s o u t h e r l y  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  t h e  
last  mentioned d i v i s i o n  l i n e  and a long  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l i n e  between t h e  p r o p e r t y  
of Wil l iam Fa and Jacob  J. Brach ( r e p u t e d  owners) on t h e  west  and t h e  p r o p e r t y  
of s a i d  p a r t y  of t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  on t h e  e a s t ,  164.17 f e e t  t o  a  p o i n t  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  a f o r e s a i d  n o r t h e r l y  boundary l i n e  of J e w e t t  Parkway; thence  e a s t e r l y  a long  
t h e  s a i d  n o r t h e r l y  boundary l i n e ,  being a c u r v e  having a  r a d i u s  of 1075.2 f e e t ,  
a s  i t  c u r v e s  t o  t h e  l e f t  174.89 f e e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of beg inn ing ,  being 0.574 
a c r e ,  more o r  l e s s .  

TOGETHER w i t h  a l l  t h e  r i g h t ,  t i t l e  and i n t e r e s t ,  i f  any,  of s a i d  p a r t y  of t h e  
f i r s t  p a r t  i n  and t o  t h e  bed of Summit Avenue a d j o i n i n g  t h e  s a i d  premises  on t h e  
e a s t ,  and t h e  bed of J e w e t t  Parkway a d j o i n i n g  t h e  s a i d  premises  on t h e  s o u t h  t o  
t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  c e n t e r  l i n e  t h e r e o f .  

The above d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  boundary i s  recorded  i n  t h e  E r i c  County C l e r k ' s  
O f f i c e  i n  L i b e r  7332 of Conveyances, page 87. 

The boundary i s  t h a t  p a r c e l  which c o n t a i n s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house. 






